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By any measure, the Bristol Bay sockeve salmon fishary is vary large and valuable. It is the world's most
valuable waild salmon fishery, and typically supplies almaest half of the world’s wild seckeye salmon. In
2010, harvesting, processing, and retailing Bristol Bay salmon and the multiplier effects of these activities
created $1.5 billlon in vealue across the Um'{.e}}d Statas,

in 2010, Bristol Bay salmon fishermen harvested 29 million sockeve salmon worth $185 million in direct
harvest value alone. That represented 35% of the total Alaska salmon harvest value, and was greater

than the total value of fish harvests in 41 states. Salmon processing in Bristol Bay added $225 million 1o

the harvast value, for a total first wholesale value after precessing of $390 million,

in 2010, the Bristol Bay sockeye salmon fishery supported 12,000 fishing and processing jobs during
the summer salmon fishing season. Measuring these as yearround round jobs, and adding jobs created
in other indust 'rie’-}t:, the Bristel Bay salmon fishery creatad the eguivalent of almost 10,000 yvearround
Arnerican jobs across the country, and brought Americans $800 million i income.

The economic importance of the Brstol Bay salmon industry extends far beyond Alaska, particularly to
the West Coast states of Washingion, Cregon and California,

» About one-third of Bristol Bay fisharmen and two-hirds of Bristol Bay precessing workers five in
West Coast s

» Almest all major Bristol Bay processing companias ara based in Seattle.

» Most of the supplies and services used i fishing and processing are purchased in Washington state.

» Significant secondary processing of Bristel Bay salmon products ocours in Washington and Oregon,

The economic importance of the
Bristol Bay salmon industry goes well
beyond the value, jobs, and income
creatad by the fishing and processing
which happeans in Bristol Bay, More
value, jobs and income are created in
downsirean mdustries as Bristol Bay
salmon are shipped 1o other states,
undergo further processing, and ars
sold in stores and restaurants across
the United States. Sull more jobs,
income and value are created in other
industries through muffiplier impacts as
Bristol Bay fishermen and precassors
and downstream industries purchase
upphies and servicas, and as their
employees spend their income. Bristol Bay fishing boats
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Overview of the Bristol Bay Salmon Industry

Bristol Bay is located in southwastern Alaska. Each year tens of & Bristel Bay salmon fsharman
millions of sockeye salmon return 1o spawn in the major river
systems which flow into Bristel Bay. The large lakes of the Bristol
Bay ragion provide habitet for juvenile sackeys salmon during their
first year of life,

For well over a century, Bristol Bay salmon have supportied a major
salmon fishing and processing industry. Most of the hervast coours
between mid-June and mid-duby. Al the peak of the fishing season,
millions of salmon may be harvestad in a single day.

Only holders of limited entry permits issued by Alaska’s siate
governmaeant, and their crew are allowesd to fish in Bristel Bay. There
are permits for two kinds of fishing gear: drift gillnets {operated

from fishing boats) and set gilinets {eperated from shoray. There

are approximately 1,860 drift gillnet permits and approximately 1,000 set net permits, Drift gillnet permits
average much higher catchas and account for most of the total cateh. About one-third of the permit
holders are from West Coast states.
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For each permit holder, who is usually a captain, there are typically two 1o three additional crew
members. About 7,000 fishermen fished i Bristol Bay in 2010,
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The Bristol Bay salmon harvest is processed
by about 10 large processing companies and
20 smaller companies employing about 5,000
processing workers at the peak of the season
in both land-based and fleating procassing
operations. Most of the workers are from other
states and live in bunkhouse facilities at the
procassing plants,

Bristol Bay salmon are processed inte four major
primary products: frozen salmon, canned salmon,
frash salmon, and salmon rog. Frozen salmon
includes both headed and gutted (H&G) salmon
as well as salmon fillets,

Frozen amnd canned sabnon aceount for most of the volume and value of Bristol Bay sebwon produstion,
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About half of Bristol Bay frozen salmon is exportad dirsctly from Bristel Bay, primarily to Japan and

China. Most of the remaining frozen salmon is shipped to Washington state where much of itis
repackaged and/or reprocessed info secendary preducts such as fillets, portions and smoked salmon,
Some of these products are exported while the rest are sold in the US domestic market.

All Bristol Bay canned salmon is shipped to warehouses in Washington and Oraegon whers it i3 stored,
labeled, and sold by processors over the course of the vear, mostly 1o the United Kingdom and ather
EXPOrT mark

The total value of Bristol Bay salmon product exports in 2010 was about §370 million, or
about one-tenth of the total value of all US seafood exports.
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Value is added to Bristol Bay salmon at each stage in the distribution chain. Because a large share is
exporied, maost of the value added in the United States i3 in Bristol Bay fishing and grocessing, while
about one-fifth is added in later stages of the distrébu’tion chain,

Containers for shinping Bristol Bay salmon producis
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Fconomic Impacts of the Bristol Bay Salmon Industry

Fthe Bristol Bay salmon industry are the jobs, incoms and output value crested

Foonomic impacts ¢
culput value that would not exist if the industry did not exist.

by the hishery—or ’the jobs, income and
Economic impacts include:

» Direct sconormic impacts: Jobs, income and output value in businesses directly involvad in
harvesting, processing, and retailing Bristol Bay salmon.

output value created in other industries as

» Multipher economic impacts: Jobs, income and
stries purchasa supphes and services,

b

Bristol Bay fishaermen, processors and downstream ingdus
and as their emplovees spend their income,

We estimated both direct and indirect economic impacts for three stages of the distribution or value

chain for Bristol Bay salmon in the United States:
» Fishing and primary processing in Bristol Bay

» Shipping to other s1atas and secondary processing

» Distribution and retailing (netionwide transportation, wholesaling and retailing of Bristol Bay salmon

oo

products in stores and restaurants throughout the United Siatesy’

s, because i Bristol Bay salmuon did not exist,
f‘, income and output value. For this reason,
;b with Bristol Bay salmoen. Because no data
irmates of econe mic activity for this stage are
of salmaon PFC)L:L;“T‘ Thus our
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We astimated sconomic impacts for the United States as well as for Alaska, Washington, Oregon and
California in 2010, To estimate economic impacts, we used IMPLAN input-output modeling software
which tracks the rinple effects of paymenis between industries at both the national level as well as
within individual states,

Our econemic impact estimates de not account for the fact that Bristel Bay salmon fishing and
processing i an integral part of the breader Alaska and Pacific Northwast seafood indusiry, and a major

part of the income and oparations of many fishermen and processing companies. Without the Bristol Bay
salmon industry, costs would be higher and profits lower in the rest of the seafood industry. Thus our
astimatas of the economic importance of the Bristel Bay seafood industry are conservative.

In 2010, almaost 12,000 people worked in the Bristol Bay salmon industry during the fishing season,
which ocours primarily in Jdune and July. Gf these, about 4,400 were Alaska residents, while most of the

A

others were residents of West Coast states.

To compare Brisiol Bay
saasonal jobs lasting about
wo months with other year-
round employment impacts,
we converted them to annual

average employment by
dividing seasonal employment
by six. Expressed as annual
average employment, in 2010,
almaost 10,000 American jobs
were created in harvesting,
processing, and retailing Bristol
Bay salmon and through the
raultiplier effects of these
activities,

In 2010, Americans earnad
$500 million from harvesting,
procassing, and retailing Bristel
Bay salmon and the multiphier
affects of thesa activities.

. ol Bristol Bay Salmaon inc 16
Totad UE Alaaks Washington Chragon Californis ;ﬁ;ﬁ;
Fighing 7,038 3,734 1,948 362 345 G468
Provessing 4,886 a8 1,279 1,781 208 a83
Total 11,821 4,369 3,227 2,143 BE3 1,629
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i 2010, $1.5 billion
in outputl value was
created i the United
States in harvesting,
processing, and
retailing Bristol Bay
salmon and the
mutltiplier effects of
these activilies,
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The table

impacts ocour in Wast Cos
and two-thirds of Bristol Bay processina workers hve in West

Bay processing

procassing are purchased from Washingion; and

3s below provide additional details of our economic impact sstimates.

commn:c& are based i

A large share of the

ast states—reflecting the fact that about one-third of Bristol Bay fishermaen
Coast states; almaost all major Brisiol

g in fishing and
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impsct Driver

TowlUS | Ak WA OR CA D

States
Diract impacts® 1,887 728 538 357 9z 272
Multiplier impacts B85 1,338 2,237 1683 248 1,865
Total impacts R 2 AGE 2575 G2 341 2087
Direct impacts 191 156 15
Multiplier impacts BE3 229 24

Total impacts 385 3%

Total mpacts

558
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distribution and
ratailing* ¥

Direct activity 787
Viitiplier aci 405 : avmqnc Uon
’ S n/:"nem i“‘"paaa oT ‘nshim and processing in
Total activity 1A iculated by dividing seasonal employ-

Totat impacts & actheity
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g acdds BO% 1o value. Data on

impsct Driver Terdal US Ak Wa OR A E;T;‘;
Direct impacts 144 50 48 8 19 18
Multiplier impacts 268 62 98 7 Z a0
Total impacts 412 112 kL) i85 K3 R
Direct impacts 13 11 1
5 > Multiplier impacts 30 12 1
ary processing Total impacts 4% 2% 3
Total mpacts 455 188 17
Natinnwide Direct activity Z3 may excesd sum of esti
distribution and Multiplier activity 20 . ': HEs, sea 5'3?’@ : fDV i

Tortal activity #2

Totat impants & aotivity
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impsct Driver Terdal US Ak Wa OR A Sﬁei
Direct impacts 380 127 198 13 19 30
Multiplier impacts 801 161 288 18 37 297
Total impacts EREY 288 485 32 B& K2y
Direct impacts 88 56 4
Multipiier impacts 111 37 3
WA & DR Total impacts 178 @3 &
Total bnpacts 1ETG EEiE 38
Nationwide Direct activity 46 fimatas shown for

ical explanation. Qut-

distribution and Muitiplier activity 61 ]

(:\)/

retaiing” Total ﬂCTl\/lT\/ T lorations.
o th wtribution and
Totat npacts & avtivity 1 ATE s on actual markup not

Conclusions

The Bristel Bay salmon fishery s the world’s maost valuable wild satmon fishery, |t contributes well
over §1 billion in value and about 10,000 jobs to the United States sconomy every year, across

miuttiple industries and states. i has operated continuously for more than 120 years and can

continue 1o provide significant and widespread economic benelits across multiple industries and

states for the foresseable future.

EPA-7609-0013960_00010



